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American Society of Interventional Pain Physicians®
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81 Lakeview Drive, Paducah, KY 42001
Phone: (270) 554-9412 - Fax: (270) 554-5394
www.asipp.org

July 20, 2026

Joseph Albanese, CMS/CM
joseph.albanese@cms.hhs.gov 

RE:	Modifier for Independent Physician Services

Dear Mr. Albanese:

Thank you very much for meeting with us and for your willingness to consider the development of a modifier for independent physician services.

We believe this modifier would play an important role in helping preserve independent physician practices across all specialties, which collectively represent approximately 43% of the physician community.

Attached is the proposed language for the modifier for independent physician services for your review.

If you have any questions or need any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact us. We appreciate your time, consideration, and continued support.

Thank you again, 

[bookmark: _Hlk166582347]Laxmaiah Manchikanti, MD
Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer, ASIPP, SIPMS
Director, Pain Management Centers of America 
Ambulatory Surgery Center and Pain Care Surgery Center
Clinical Professor
Anesthesiology and Perioperative Medicine 
University of Louisville, KY
Professor of Anesthesiology-Research
Department of Anesthesiology, School of Medicine
LSU Health Sciences Center, Shreveport, LA
drm@asipp.org

Mahendra Sanapati, MD 
Vice Chairman of the Board and COO, ASIPP
Vice-President, SIPMS
AMA CPT Advisory Committee
Director, Pain Management Centers of America
[bookmark: _Hlk148602867]Evansville, IN 
Assistant Professor of Anesthesiology, University of Louisville
Louisville, KY 
msanapati@gmail.com

cc: Jeff Mortier 
